A. Signs of Present Danger

# Safety Factor Response (The statements in bold will go in the "implications" section-see examples below.  They are included with the factors so the connection between the factor and gathered evidence can be demonstrated.)
1. Family’s whereabouts is unknown, or there is reason to believe that family may flee or refuse/limit access to

child(ren).
N- The family was located at the address provided and was cooperative with the investigator.

Y-The mother denied the investigator access to the home and the investigator had to call law enforcement to assist in gaining access to the home and the children.  This is not the first time this has occurred, as noted in the most recent prior.
2. There are household environmental hazards AND the child may be in immediate danger of harm as a result.

N-The investigator observed the home to be free from any hazards to the children (photos taken).

Y-The investigator observed several hazards (photos taken) including…examples- exposed wiring in the children’s bedrooms, holes in the floor by which the household dogs (and other animals) could access the home, several piles of dog feces throughout the home (including the children’s bedrooms), objects and trash piled in the children’s bedroom denying ready easy access to the door in case of an emergency. Or  While the home was not observed directly by the investigator the children advised the investigator during their interview that…examples from above.

3. The parent, caregiver or other household member(s) is responsible for the death or serious injury of another

child.

N-Law enforcement records and prior history show no documentation of the parents seriously harming any children.

Y-The mother has a prior from 1998 in which she was found responsible for the death of her son. Or The father has a prior from 1999 in which he physically abused his daughter Kate to point that she had to be medically treated for her injuries.  To this day, Kate still has scars on her back from the abuse.

4. The parent, caregiver or household member(s) have a history of violence or display current violent behaviors

(e.g. battery, domestic violence, intimidation) AND the child may be in danger of harm as a result.

N-Everyone in the household denied any violent displays by either parent; this is supported by collaterals with extended family and neighbors.  There is also no history of violence in the criminal history or Department priors.

Y-While there are no law enforcement or Department records of any violence, all three children stated that they have witnessed their father physically abusing their mother on more than ten occasions.  The mother denied any physical abuse but did state the father calls her names such as “whore” “slut” and “bitch” on a regular basis and in front of the children.

5. The parent, caregiver or household member(s) has a criminal history (regardless of disposition) or engages

in dangerous criminal activities that may impact child safety and/or present(s) a potential threat of harm to the

child (e.g. drug manufacture and distribution, trafficking or sale of illegal drugs or weapons, prostitution).

N-Law enforcement records show no criminal history. Or Law enforcement records show no criminal history involving dangerous activities.  The father does have several arrests for property crimes and shoplifting but none involving violence or drugs.  

Y-The father has a lengthy criminal history involving battery, domestic violence and manufacturing of illegal substances. Or While the father has no documented criminal history, the children stated they have seen their father physically assault other people (strangers, girlfriends, family members) and that the father keeps “a bunch of equipment in the garage to make stuff to smoke.”

6. The caregiver describes child(ren) in predominantly negative terms or has unrealistic expectations.

N-The mother spoke very fondly of her children describing them as “her life.” Or Kate  stated her mother calls her “cupcake” and never raises her voice unless she’s angry.

Y-Kate, who is eight years of age, is expected to make her own breakfast and walk herself to school each day.  Or The mother referred to Kate as  “no good” and “bad” throughout the interview.  A neighbor stated they have heard this also from the mother on “several occasions.”

7. Caregiver or other person having access to the child has made a credible threat or expresses a credible

belief that his or her actions may result in harm or danger of harm to the child.

N-The children deny any threats, as do both parents.  This is confirmed by extended family members and neighbors who have regular contact with the family.

Y-Kate stated her told her that she was going to lock her in the closet overnight if Kate didn’t clean up her room.  Kate stated her mother used to lock Kate’s brother Jacob in the closet when he was younger.  Or The mother stated that she is becoming so overwhelmed lately that she is afraid she may hurt Kate out of anger.

8. The parent or caregiver has not met or is unable to meet the child’s immediate needs for food, clothing,

shelter, medical, behavioral or mental health care, or protection from harm.

N-The children stated they receive plenty of food and denied going without any necessity.  The children stated they feel safe in their own home. The home was observed to be safe and adequate. 

Y-The school guidance counselor has stated the children come to school hungry and wearing ill-fitting, dirty clothing on a regular basis.  The neighbor reported that the children come to his house “begging” for food. Jacob stated that he has an ear ache for almost a week but his father will not take him to the doctor even though Jacob has asked him several times. Jacob stated that while he was being “beaten” by his mother his father “just sat there” on the couch. 

9. The parent or caregiver(s)’ apparent mental, physical or developmental condition, or drug or alcohol use

affects their ability to adequately care for the child(ren).

N-The children deny any negative effects on their parents’ ability to care for them. Or Despite the mother having a developmental delay she has demonstrated more than competent parenting ability.

 Y-The children stated their mother is “usually drunk” by the time they get home from school.  Or While talking with the mother, who has a developmental delay, she could not tell the investigator how times a day Bobbie (an infant) was fed each day or how to mix his formula.

10. The parent or caregiver(s)’ age affects their ability to adequately care for the child(ren) (e.g. excessively

young or elderly).
N-Neither parent is excessively young or old. Or Despite the mother being seventeen years of age, she has demonstrated maturity and more than competent parenting skills with the two children.

Y-The mother is seventeen years of age and, according to the maternal grandmother, spends more time on the computer and with her boyfriend than with Bobbie. 

11. There is a pattern of continuing, escalating and/or increasing frequency of incidents, either reported or

unreported (e.g. child discloses ongoing abuse or chronic In Home violence for which no abuse or law

enforcement reports were made).

N-There are no documented priors with the Department and the children deny any previous incidents of abuse.  

Y-The are several priors involving physical abuse, all with some indicators or verified findings.  Or While there are no priors with the Department, Jacob stated that his mother has been hitting him for several months and that in the last month she has been leaving bruises which “stay longer and longer.”

12. There is evidence of physical or sexual abuse and the possible responsible person is Unknown.

N-Physical or sexual abuse is not suspected. Or Physical abuse is suspected and the mother is the person responsible.

Y-The Child Protection Team evaluation revealed bruises on Kate which are indicative of physical abuse.  At this time, the person responsible for the abuse is not known.

13. Person(s) biologically unrelated to alleged child victim(s) is visiting or part of the household.

N-Everyone living in the home is biologically related to each other.

Y-Mr. Simmons, mother’s boyfriend, is not biologically related to either of the children.

14. The actual injury, neglect, or threatened harm is serious or severe. If yes, at least one of the following must

be selected:  If Y, select most applicable item from drop-down area.

15 Medical attention was required as a result of the actual injury, neglect or threatened harm (indicate if and

when medical attention was received).

N-No medical attention was required for the injuries.

Y-The night of the incident Kate was taken to the emergency room and required seven stitches to her head after being hit with the vase.  Or Although it was later determined that she required stitches, Kate never received any medical treatment as her parents refused to have her treated after she was hit with the vase.

16. Other Signs of Present Danger. Anything that does not align with any of the above factors should be included here.  One specific area to look for and which would be included, if present, is animal cruelty.

Example One:
Signs of Present Danger Implications for Child Safety:

The family was located at the address provided and was cooperative with the investigator. The investigator observed the home to be free from any hazards to the children (photos taken).  Law enforcement records and prior history show no documentation of the parents seriously harming any children.  Everyone in the household denied any violent displays by either parent; this is supported by collaterals with extended family and neighbors.  There is also no history of violence in the criminal history or Department priors. Law enforcement records show no criminal history.   The father does have several arrests for property crimes and shoplifting but none involving violence or drugs.  The mother spoke very fondly of her children describing them as “her life.”  Kate stated her mother calls her “cupcake” and never raises her voice unless she’s angry.  The children deny any threats, as do both parents.  This is confirmed by extended family members and neighbors who have regular contact with the family.  The children stated they receive plenty of food and denied going without any necessity.  The children stated they feel safe in their own home. The home was observed to be safe and adequate. The children deny any negative effects on their parents’ ability to care for them. Neither parent is excessively young or old. There are no documented priors with the Department and the children deny any previous incidents of abuse.  Physical or sexual abuse is not suspected.  Mr. Simmons, mother’s boyfriend, is not biologically related to either of the children. No medical attention was required for the injuries.  The above has no adverse impact on child safety.    

Example Two:

Signs of Present Danger Implications for Child Safety:

The family was located at the address provided and was cooperative with the investigator. The investigator observed several hazards (photos taken) including exposed wiring in the children’s bedrooms, holes in the floor by which the household dogs (and other animals) could access the home, several piles of dog feces throughout the home (including the children’s bedrooms), objects and trash piled in the children’s bedroom denying ready easy access to the door in case of an emergency. Law enforcement records and prior history show no documentation of the parents seriously harming any children.  Everyone in the household denied any violent displays by either parent; this is supported by collaterals with extended family and neighbors.  There is also no history of violence in the criminal history or Department priors. Law enforcement records show no criminal history.   The father does have several arrests for property crimes and shoplifting but none involving violence or drugs.  The mother spoke very fondly of her children describing them as “her life.”  Kate stated her mother calls her “cupcake” and never raises her voice unless she’s angry.  The children deny any threats, as do both parents.  This is confirmed by extended family members and neighbors who have regular contact with the family.  The children stated they receive plenty of food and denied going without any necessity.  The children deny any negative effects on their parents’ ability to care for them. Neither parent is excessively young or old. There are no documented priors with the Department and the children deny any previous incidents of abuse.  Physical or sexual abuse is not suspected.  Mr. Simmons, mother’s boyfriend, is not biologically related to either of the children. No medical attention was required for the injuries.  While the family has many strengths (attachment, limited history, cooperativeness), the severe hazardous conditions has a significant, adverse impact on the children’s safety and needs to be addressed immediately.
