C. Protective Capacities
# Safety Factor Response(The statements in bold will go in the "implications" section-see examples below.  They are included with the factors so the connection between the factor and gathered evidence can be demonstrated.)
22. There are prior intakes involving any of the subjects in the current intake, regardless of finding(s).

N-There are no priors involving any of the household members.

Y-There are two priors-one involving inadequate supervision with the mother responsible and the other involving substance misuse with the maternal grandmother responsible.  Both priors were closed with some indicators and no services.  Or The family has no priors in Florida but they have four priors in Texas involving substance misuse and domestic violence (same as the current report).  The family was involved in services with two of the priors but left Texas before the last investigation could be completed.

23. The parent or caregiver(s) has previously had children in agency custody or out-of-home care as a result of

maltreatment, and/or has had parental rights terminated or has considered relinquishment of the child(ren).

N-Neither parent has had children in out-of-home care and both of their parental rights are intact.

Y-Jacob was removed from the mother when he was born due to substance misuse.  Or The mother has had her parental rights terminated to her previous four  children.

24. The parent or caregiver(s) is unable or unwilling to protect the child(ren) from the possible responsible person

who continues to have access and/or proximity to the child(ren).

N-The mother has filed for an injunction against the father and has stated she plans to move to Tampa with her mother.

Y-The father stated “she(the mother) did nothin’ wrong” when she hit Jacob with the bat.  Or The mother does not believe Kate and stated her husband is “a good man” and shouldn’t have to leave his own home.

25. Parent or caregiver(s) demonstrate(s) ability and willingness to meet child’s basic needs and resources are

sufficient to meet basic needs (e.g. housing, income, access to medical care, food, shelter, utilities).

N-The electricity to the home has been turned off and there is no running water.  The parents have no means to correct this situation.  Or The mother, while having Medicaid, refuses to take Jacob to the dentist to see about his rotting teeth.

Y-The mother works and ensures all of the children’s needs are met.  The children see their pediatrician as scheduled and the doctor has no concerns.

26. The parent or caregiver(s) communicates with or acts toward the child(ren) in a constructive manner free of

verbal/mental abuse.

N-Kate stated her mother calls her “stupid” and “no good” on a regular basis.  A neighbor stated they have heard the mother saying these things also.

Y-Kate stated she and her mother do fun things together and denied any verbal abuse by her mother.

27. Has a relationship with spouse/partner that supports their ability to protect and nurture the child(ren).

N-The father is verbally and physically abusive to the mother, and undermines her ability to parent on a regular basis.  This is supported by the mother, the children and statements from family members.

Y-The father and mother co-parent the children, with each sharing various parenting responsibilities.  This is supported by the children and statements from the school and extended family.

28. Has demonstrated adequate comprehension and problem solving skills.

N-Since she could not afford daycare, the mother left Jacob, who is five, home alone for almost ten hours during the night.  The mother stated she has left Jacob alone on several occasions.

Y-Since she could not afford daycare, the mother had her work hours adjusted and enlisted the help of a friend to ensure Jacob had adequate supervision.

29. The parent or caregiver(s) has a childhood history free from abuse or neglect.

N-The father stated that he was in foster care due to physical abuse when he was a child.  Or The father stated “I was beat and I’m ok.” Or The father denied any abuse or neglect as a child but there are three prior reports with verified findings of physical abuse with the father as the victim.

Y-The father denied any abuse or neglect as a child. 
30. Appropriate supports are adequate and immediately available (e.g. extended family, friends, neighbors,

community).
N-The family lives in an isolated, rural community and denies having any family or friends which can provide support.

Y-The family is involved in their church and has a supportive extended family. 
31. The parent or caregiver(s) has demonstrated a willingness and ability to follow through with current or prior

actions, referrals and/or services.

N-The mother has stated she does not need any services.  Or The mother has missed several appointments with the Crisis Response Team, which reports she is “very resistant” when they do have contact.  Or The mother was referred to Voluntary Protective Services in the past but the case was closed due to her lack of compliance.

Y-The mother successfully completed anger management in the past and has stated she is willing to work with the Crisis Response Team.
32. Other Protective Capacities or lack of Protective Capacities:  Anything that does not align with any of the above factors should be included here.  
Example One


Protective Capacities Implications for Child Safety:

There are no priors involving any of the household members. There are no priors involving any of the household members. The mother has filed for an injunction against the father and has stated she plans to move to Tampa with her mother. The mother works and ensures Kate’s needs are met.  Kate sees her pediatrician as scheduled and the doctor has no concerns. Kate stated she and her mother do fun things together and denied any verbal abuse by her mother. The father is verbally and physically abusive to the mother, and undermines her ability to parent on a regular basis.  This is supported by the mother, Kate and statements from family members. Since she could not afford daycare, the mother had her work hours adjusted and enlisted the help of a friend to ensure Kate had adequate supervision. The father denied any abuse or neglect as a child but there are three prior reports with verified findings of physical abuse with the father as the victim. The mother denied any childhood abuse or neglect. The family is involved in their church and has a supportive extended family.  The mother successfully completed anger management in the past and has stated she is willing to work with the Crisis Response Team.  The risk from the father’s battering is high, however, the protective factors of the mother lower the implications for child safety. 

Example Two:

Protective Capacities Implications for Child Safety:

There are no priors involving any of the household members. There are no priors involving any of the household members. The mother plans to stay with the father. The mother works and ensures all of the children’s needs are met.  The children see their pediatrician as scheduled and the doctor has no concerns. Kate stated she and her mother do fun things together and denied any verbal abuse by her mother. The father is verbally and physically abusive to the mother, and undermines her ability to parent on a regular basis.  This is supported by the mother, the children and statements from family members. Since she could not afford daycare, the mother had her work hours adjusted and enlisted the help of a friend to ensure Jacob had adequate supervision. The father denied any abuse or neglect as a child but there are three prior reports with verified findings of physical abuse with the father as the victim. The mother denied any childhood abuse or neglect. The family is involved in their church and has a supportive extended family.  The mother has stated she does not need any services.  While the children’s basic needs are being met and there are strengths within the family, these are offset by the father’s battering and the mother’s refusal to engage in services.  The implications for child safety are high for significant impairment.
